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SUBJECT: PARTY PAPER CRITICISM OF CONSERVATIVES 
(SEE ALSO BUDAPEST 3220) 

1. IN A HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT EDITORIAL IN HWSP DAILY, 

NEPSZABADSAG EDITOR AND KADAR-INTIMATE ISTVAN KATONA 
RECENTLY SHARPLY CRITICIZED WHAT MAY BE CHARACTERIZED AS 
CONSERVATIVE (PRESUMABLY ALSO PRO-SOVIET) PARTY ELEMENTS. 

TIMING PROBABLY RELATED TO SUBSEQUENTLY CALLED CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE MEETING AND TO FACT GUIDELINES FOR NEXT PARTY 
CONGRESS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN JANUARY. KATONA POINTEDLY 
SAID IT WAS NOT NECESSARY TO "DEMAND HEADS," "BANG TABLE," 

SPEAK "OF A TOUGHER' STYLE OF LEADERSHIP," OR OF 
TWELFTH HOUR MEASURES, OR TO USE "VEILED ALLUSIONS." 

(REFERENCES TO DEMANDING HEADS, TO TOUGHER STYLE OF 

LEADERSHIP AND TO TWELFTH HOUR MEASURES MAKE CLEAR-AS 

GENERAL CONTEXT ALSO DID-THAT IT WAS CONSERVATIVES 

ARTICLE IS AIMED AT.) KATONA ALSO WROTE IN SUPPORT OF 

THOSE WHO WERE SPEAKING IN FAVOR OF THE PEASANTS. AS 

PRO-PEASANT LEADERS MUST, IN THIS CONTEXT, BE INCLUDED TOGETHER WITH 
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THAT BASIC TARGET OF ARTICLE WAS CONSERVATIVES. 

2. MAIN POLICY CONCLUSIONS IN ARTICLE WERE THAT NOT 
ONLY POLITICAL LINE BUT ALSO "STYLE" OF PARTY POLICY 
REMAINS UNCHANGED. THIS WAS ILLUSTRATED BY CRITICISM OF 
HUNGARIAN WITS WHO HE SAID ARE SAYING: "OH YES, THE PARTY 
TRULY PROCEEDS ON THE SAME ROAD. BUT NOW ON ITS LEFT 
SIDE." KATONA INSISTED PARTY HAS PROCEEDED ON NEITHER 
LEFT NOR RIGHT SIDE FOR 18 YEARS (I.E. UNDER RADAR). 

3. ARTICLE WAS THUS ADDITIONAL REASSURANCE TO RANK AND 
FILE THAT NO SIGNIFICANT POLICY CHANGES HAVE TAKEN OR 
WILL TAKE PLACE AND THAT RELATIVELY MODERATE APPROACH 
WILL PREVAIL. MORE IMPORTANT, HOWEVER, INCONVINCING 
PUBLIC OF THIS, IT WAS FIRST PUBLIC STATEMENT SINCE 

LAST CENTRAL COMMITTEE SESSION AGAINST CONSERVATIVE ELEMENTS IN PARTY. 

ALSO SIGNIFICANT WAS THAT ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN IN FORM 
WHICH INDICATED CONSERVATIVES HAVE BEEN CRITICIZING KADAR 
IF NOT EXPLICITLY AT LEAST UNAMBIGUOUSLY FOR BEING TOO 
MODERATE IN HIS POLICIES. STRONG LANGUAGE USED BY KATONA 
IN DESCRIBING HOW ISSUES HAVE BEEN DEBATED IS 
FURTHER EVIDENCE THAT SHARP DIFFERENCES HAVE CONTINUED 
WITHIN PARTY THAT ARE NOT OTHERWISE PUBLICLY APPARENT. 

IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT REMARKS ARE NOW DIRECTED AGAINST 
THE CONSERVATIVES. WHEREAS PARTY AND KADAR CRITICISM 
LAST SPRING WAS AGAINST "LIBERALS." ARTICLE DOES CONTAIN 
SOME CRITICISM ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE, NOTABLY AGAINST 
PEOPLE WHO ACCUSE "SOMEONE" (KADAR) OF INTENDING TO SMASH 
UP CULLECTIVES BECAUSE HE RAISED FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF 
SOCIALIST FARMING. HOWEVER. OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT OTHER 
THAN THIS REMARK THE CRITICISM OF "LIBERALS" IN THE 
ARTICLE IS PRIMARILY FOR PURPOSE OF AN APPARENT, NOT 
REAL, BALANCE. 

4. WE SEE ARTICLE AS EVIDENCE THAT KADAR DOES NOT INTEND 
TO LET CLOCK BE TURNED BACK AND AS AN INDICATION THAT HE 
HAS STRENGTH TO PREVENT IT. 

5. SEPTEL CONTAINS MORE DETAILED ANALYSIS. 
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